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I am the mest madest man in Ireland.

1t reminds me of my schooldays when I
cyeled three mlles to school. Each morn-
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It is really surprising the way a dupli-
cator can g2t up to all sorts of tricks
to annoy the operator.

ing the wind blew apgainst me and each

evening it had veered round in the oppes-

ite direction.

Mcre recently, I drive a car to work. So,

comes out for half an hour to glare in my

eyes both poing and returning.

The latest trick of the Gestetner is to
send anything frem two to twenty sheets

through at a time instead of one.

no, they are not stuck together; and no,
they are nct damp —- just ebeyine the whim
of a Adiabolieal machine (see Lord 2un-

sany.)

It shows the intransigence of inanimate
and insensate objects towards pre-clears,

as John Campbell would say.

+ + +

Nct once have I mentioned Hareld - (Mush,
you huskies!) Wilson.

+ + +

+ + +
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_f_ since the wind ecannet affect me the sun

+ + +

Cover & cartoon by fLrthur Thomson.

Typos, dirty thumb-prints, sppalliinr

errors all by

Geo. L. Charters,
3 Lancaster Lve.,

B 4

0 R,

Northern Ireland.




4 GOUPLE of years ago I bought = Rhyming
THE Dictionary. It 1s o more up-to-datc version of
the ons brought out by John Walker about 200
- yonrs agoe.

?; that it is not so terribly up-to-datc.

; Pokonosc: "How much did you pay for it?¢
) e Me: VA shilling.®
Pokonose: "ell, what do you cxpeet for a

shilling? Tho Bodlcian Library, huh?¥

Mes: "Shorruplly
L‘/J EEE; It does not havo ony of the words descriptive of
the amenitics of modern civilisation, such as
ey redar, napalm, H-bomd, blitzkricg, and so on.

find, noturally, it does not placc toguther words
which rhyrmo. How could onc put in any ensily-found order: tea, onmity, tepsoe,
khnki, precis? All it actually doos is to put the words in the ordor they'd
be in if spolt backwards. So coming together you'd find through, cough, enough,
bough, rough, lough, although. Which don't rhymo very woll.

The first word is 4L (the definitc article), tho socond is BAL. Whon I sow thot
I triod to pucss what the last word would be: I docided on BUZZ. I was wrongs
BUZZ is the last but onc.

Thoro arc two voxds onding in V: leitmotiv and Slav. So I added two more in
tho nargin: shiv and spiv. Thors are no words cnding in Q; it just goos on
from POLYP to BAZILR.

It might be a uscful book at times for crossword puzzlo onthusinsts. You want
2 word onding in ~DOUS? Easy: HAZIRDOUS, TREMENDOUS, STUPENDOUS and ~ dozen
aorc. Bub for somc rcoason it omits HORRENDOUS. I think that's nefnandous!

PARIS: The most aporopriste city in which to got plasterad.

Somobody -- maybs it was Dickens —- ance said that ths law was an ass. He could
hove added that in meny cascs it's administorcd by assos. For oxamplo:

L boy found « motor-cyclc abandoned in a naorrow strect. To pravent anyone
hodng hurt he vory foolishly Lrought it to the police barracks and shortly
thoreafter found himself in court. Tho magistrate complimcnted him on his good
citizenship and fired him ton shillings for being in charge or posscssion nf o
dochanically-propolled vehiele, to wit, = motor-cyele, without third - party
insurance and without = driving licenco. Riplay would have loved thot.

Morc reeantly, tho police set up a rndar trap on 2 saction of road. One man
was so angry ~t being caught that he stopped just outsidc tho arca and warned
notorists by flashing his hoadlights. When the poliecc fourd thoy wore petting
no victins thoy investigated, found him and summencd him. Ho was fined for
preventing people from bronking the law by speoding.

Bata, the shoe nonufacturers, have a way of frustrating rail and dock workors
who 1indulge in pilfering (and apparontly the railwayman or docker who doesn't
pilfor is a rerc bird)., Their systen is to right shoss and left shoos scopar-
atoly. I'nm waiting until the police hear of this dirty trick!

COPFER NITRATE: Overtimo for policemcn on night duty.




In anothor page Horry Warner montions what was for him an ombarrassing matter.
My own most cmbarrassing ovent happoned likc this, I was coming home on tho
last train one night and ftried so leng to find a third-class carrlase not com-
plotoly filled that tho train bepan to move off. I grabbed the hondle of tho
nearest door and opeoncd it. Inside, o lady had carefully placed her shoppilig-
b2g and handbag against the door whers they'd to sure to fall out whon the door
was opcned. To har surprise they did so, Sho made a prad for the shopping-
bag and caurht it; I mads 2 prob for the handbag and missed i4. I bent down
and groped for it on tho platform and when I found it and stood up tho train
had moved a pood twenty yards, so I oponed o door as it passed and stopped into
a brightly-1lit, first-class compartment, with a man reading in each corner.
They all looked up, saw me with ry handbag in my hand and went back to their
reading. My faco Purned all the way to the noxt stop.

What was YOUR most cmbarrassing cxperionce?

SPACE-DOG: Animal, livine on th: fabric of spacc, whose woof is warpod.

I dotest quizzes. Having a bad memory I always et o low score. I look with
cnvy on the man who can remember the best sf novel of '61, or the story which
caused such discussion in '58. But I wouldn't mind a quiz like this. Who
wrote tho followins books:

The Spy Who Camc in from the Cold She
The Postmon Always Rings Twice Ben Hur
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Ivanhoo
No Orchids for Miss Blandish Moby Dick
Tho Murder of Rogor Ackroyd Betty Zanc
o Trec Grows in Brooklyn Don Quixote
Ledy Chottorly's Lovoer Pgyton Place
The Viear of Wekeficld The Greon Hat
Lppointment in Samarra Tho Egg and I
The Buildins of Jolna Hatter's Castle
The Guns of Navarone Robinson Crusoc
The Mon from Bar-20 The Coral Island
The Pickwick Papors To Sir, with Love
4nd Berry Came Too Bast 8ido General
The Saint in Miani Tho Maltesc Falcon
The Four Just Men Pride and Projudicc
Farcwell to Lrms Mutiny on the Bounty
Troasure Island The Mill on the Floss
Captzin Blood The Man Who Was Thursday

Just possibly the authors src lo Carre, Cain, Thurber, Chandler, Christie,

Smith, Lawrence, Goldsnith, 0'Hora, de 1z Roche, MeLoean, Mulford, Dickens,

Tates, Charteris, Wallace, Hemingway, Stoverson, Sabatini, Haggard, Wallace,

Scott, Melville, Grey, Cervantes, Metalious, irlen, McDonald, Cronin, Defoc,

ggllgntgno, Braithwaite, Slaughter, Hommott, Lustin, Nordhof & Hall, Eliot,
asterton,

Score FIVE points for cach author nemed correctly. Score FOUR points for cach
named incorrectly. Score ZERO for “"Don't know. i

I'11 look at that again in six months and I'm sure I'll georo 150 points.

= - - - - -



JAMES WHITE

- REMEMBER....

ONLY 4 GENIUS could rise from comploto obscurity to the upper echolons of the
BNFs in so short a time, and 211 those who have read hin or mot him will admit
that Walter Willis is truly a giant anong fen. Butbt thore aro somo who hold the
popwlar fallaey that all penivs nust necessarily be akin to nadnoss, and that
he is a monster who practises forbidden rites at the full of the moon, tokes a
sadistic delight in beating his wife and fanily ot frequent intervals, and is
probably addicted to chain-smoking recfers to boot. This; hcwovor, is not
strictly truc. Admittedly he hos a fow harmless idiosyncerasies, but these only
served to moke hinm an individual different from all othcr individuals in this
space~time continuun. If you werc to meet him in the stract you wouldn't know
hin from Finn McCoul. It is very difficult to deseribe him in woids, ba- he
has a faeo and hair. The hair is the nost striking faalturz: iv is lonp ~nd
exceedingly fine, and tends to stand out and unduiate gontly if tlerc is a
draught in the room. It is a muddy brown colour. I you've ever sceon old
prints of Bocthoven you'll have a rough idea.

Ono of his littlo mannerisms is to broak stdderly into Labin or Frerch to
force some outlandish pun into the bilingual stoge before it dies (2 rare
occuronco, fortunstely). This has caused n golect sircic of his cncmies (R.e.,
those luckless ones he writes about as woll ac for) to vofer vo Lin as
Voltaire Willis.

People often expressed their surprise and awe (and pity, too) ot the amount
of long tedious work involved in typesetting SLANT. Adaitiedly the work woes
long and hard, but it was hever tedisus. Walter, vou sec, used +to be a mam
(no eraclm, pleascl), and ncarly cvery room was liborally sprinkled with veery
sfficient loudspsakers disguisod as framed embroidery and Zisor nnts and
things. When working, he turncd the volume up until we cowld e~ tho nusic
cbout six times louder than the conductor of the orshesiura eould, so thate



nearly avory page of SLANT was sot to music! What can bz more pleasant, he
arjrued, than flocting in a sea of the rroat classics, with triumphant chords and
the terrifically ingpiring passages of Sibelius, Beothoven and Brahms symphonios
crashing and roaring about one's 2ars?

This is 211 very well, but not 21l of us can swim —- and what if onc prefers
onc's scas Bluc?

There was ons time a nico restful piand picce was boing played and Walter had
turncd the pain 'way up so's not to miss a sinzlec note or phrase of it. Thore
are some thinzs you can't listen to six times louwler than normal, and the over-
ture to het 3 of Tonnhauser is one of thom. It was during the summer so we
Aidn't rcally nced the windows anyway.

Not many peoplo realisod that there wore times when gotting out the mapazine
called for shcor, raw, physieal courare of a very high order from the oditors.
Ono incident will illustrate this. Whon I arrived for the Tuosdey night stint
Waltor informed me that Madeleinc had come down with somgthing and had rone to
bed and teken the oleetric fire. Now the press was in tho attic, an? in winter
the attic ot cold, eold. The heator had to burn for hours boforc the place
could be usod at all, so this was roally bad news. Aftor we'd taken stock
thoro was o prave discussinn in the frigid prasseoan. L sugposted that we
eould work in our overcoats ant nufflers, and take off my rlasses to kocp our
broaths from fogring them up, 2nd runninc round the room ot frequent intervals
to protcet our foct from frostbite. Rass tiod around the lever of the press
woul?! proteet the operator's hands, and a battery of candles under the inkplate
would keop tho ink from freozins and dropping off in black flakes while the run
was in prorress. 3Jut somchow I don't think Weltor renlly wanted tn do any work
that night. I pointed out how woll such nn =ct of self-sacrifice would look in
his memoirs. That made him look thourhtful for o nminute. Through chatterins
tecth he surresteod we -5 down ta the sitting-roon (the one with chairs) whore
there was a fire, and comec toadecision in confort. Finally, what lookad like
being one of those nights turnad out to bo quitc a succcss: wo spont the whole
time in arrchairs by 2 roaring fire, listening %o Doris Day rccords & talkin:.

Several Bi~ Names visited )'Bleosk Housc since Walter beeame an actifnn, and
the welcoms and treatment they recelved will lonr remein in their memorics. It
was never dull there. One was os likcly to find oneself among o party cnpared
In bombinz a eity far bolow (tin ean in the Farden) with puided missiles
(stonos) from a satellito station {socond floor front room) 28 to sce model
spaceships risins from the back yard; or cven a masazine being produced. The
first really impartant personzge to visit hinm was clive Jackson, our star
author, who was soon destined to crash the prozines with a SLANT roprint. Heo
was 2 trifle off-eslour durins the whol: of his stay, but he put that down to 2
touch of the flu and the chenge in food an? climate. Walter susrested that we
show hin the town an? sive him 2 chance to ret the fresh air about hin and
ronerally take himself osut of himsclf. (This may be a purcly local expression;
but for the psycholory of it sce Occupationnl Tharapy.)

Now any native of Belfaost knows that the only wny to sce the town properly
is to 7> to the peak of Cave Hill and look down on it. So carly one Sunday
morning the threc of us (two woarins dirty macs and borets) set out. The climb
itself is not 2ifficult: for ths first 4y foct there is searcely any over-
hanp at =11, 1 took the lead, closely followed by the others, Walter talkins:
to Clive about plot ideas an® how popular this partlcular stretch of cliff was



with the town's suicides.

But thes woathcr turned inclement. 4L strons win? rose, an? with it came
hoavy rain. The rock bogan to pet slippery. The fresh 2ir hadn't made
Glive any bettor, ant his sneezes were starting small avalanches. He told
Walter not to go to any more trouble on his account and how about turnins
back, huh? Aftor apolosising for not takins him all the way up Waltor
agreed, and pointed out that the cloud basc wasn't very hish that morning
anyway, and he must have looked down on plenty of elouds in the iLir Forco,
so perhaps it would be better to sce the town from o bus.

We took o short~cat back through thu forest at the font of the mountain.
The heavy rain had by this time made the soft loam under the trees practic-
211y liquid, so we werc in an awful mess whon we got hone.

It's 2 funny thinz, thouph, that overy BMF that has visited Waltor has
oither beon sick or taken sick shortly aftsrwards. Even the mirhty icker-
man suceumbed, thoush he fanned gallantly to the enmd. The only exccptions
have been Evelyn Smith an? Lyell Cranc. Lycll ate an? slopt 2t a hotol in
town, but Evelyn stayed at the Willis'a.

Walter may do some unusual thinrs at times, but there is one thine
certain: he could never brinc himsclf to poison a lady!
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Sep & Walter Moudy (60) NO MAN ON EARTH. Alien outlaw gocs around plancts
planting his szed. His son on Eurth is a genius and goecs to find him, and when
ho does so brings him home to make an honost woman of his mothor!

3op 8 Poul Andersen (50) SHIELD. Folla goes to Mars, gets a shield that keops
out nearly cverything, so instead of giving it to onc politieal party or onc
country he gives it to everybody and that's 211.

3op 16 Four visionaries find a high-walled, uninhabited waliay whers thoy
settls down. They have o mutant strain of horses, sterilising and selling off
those which do not comc up to their cxacting standards. Later they bring in a
boy to rcar and inhcrit. A gambler and 2 girl try to stezl one or more of the
horses. Their attompt mokes the story of THE GARDEN OF EDEN by Fredcrick
Schiller Faust under his Max Brang pscudonym. Not a shot is firsd, not a steor
is stolen, not a mortgage foroclosod, not an outlaw chased. Just a love story
wlth a fantasy background.

Oct 8 Edward P Bradbury (30) WARRIORS OF MARS. 4 copy (and not a very good
ons) of ERB's Barsoomery. Instoad of 15-faot green glants we get 1ll-foot bluc
oncs; instead of thoats -— daharis; instead of Princoss Dejah Thoris -- Prin-
cess Shigala. Ete, Parody? Don't think so: just trying to cash in.

Jot 24 James T dMclntosh 967) WORLD OUT OF MIND. Alien com-s (in human form)
o Earth as spy but becomes so human he turns ageinst the Mwyllans, who arc of
vegotabls descent & telepathic. (Wonder If vogetawle telepaths make puns?
“Lettuee rule you in peace or we!ll beet you into submissionl") If 100 pages
of padding wero taken out the remaining 88pp would make a nice story.

fey 29 S G George (80) FATHER WAS A HORSE. Not SF. Humour about a zany family



called Charles. They are: Prince (who tells all), King (his big brother),
Florrie (his big sister), Mother, Grandma, Father and Rover —— all characters
like Thorne Smith's....well, nearly.

Dec 24 Michael Keon {(20) THE DURIAN TREE. "A violent, unforgettable novel, ™"
the blurb says. I think I'1l find it easy to forget. There is an enormous mass
of words packed into 240 psges. But does Keon put across the impression of
jungle? Not (to coin a phrase) bloody likely. The verbiage is much greater than
the foliage. All he does is mention a few uncommon (to us) itrees, and have the
characters say how hot it is & mention mosquitos & leeches & things. A4s for
the story, it's brutal & stupid & very badly told. Couldn't get interested in
the characters, especially the main baddie: Ng. The heroine, too, is a queer
one: she seems to spend almost all the time saying & thinking nothing.

Tec 28 Jim Bowden 50 BRAZO FEUD. F.31: "You're gettin' at me McCoy," he
hissed. P._': "Get it through your fool head," he hissed. P.136: "“All right,"
he hissed, ‘'you win.: Is this a record?

Dec 30 A Bertram Caandler (60) THE DEEP REACHES OF SPACE in which an sf writer
finds himself in *h> body of a spaee officer in far future. He takes on their
troubles, solves tiaem and returns to his own body. (Cf SHIP OF ISHTAR)

1%6

Jan @ Philip K Dic'c THE PENULTIMATE TRUTH. Sometime in future most people are
underground becat-e of a war above. But up there (surprise! surprise!!) are
Just a few people i luxury & idleness with no war at all at all! I could only
(hardened though I u:m) read about 25 pages of this badly-written verbiage. Dick
gives me the imprczsion that he's either a dope or a dope addict. At that, it
might have been a grod story if written by a goed writer; but this dreary stu-
pidity is merely depressing.

Jan 10 Kenneth F Gantz 40 NOT IN SOLITUDE. Madman on first manned trip to
Mars from USA. WNatirally they bring guns with them —- possibly for the banth-
shooting. The crcw: 125 men. Hepeat, 125 men. They find planet-wide intell-
igence which takes the form of waist-high plants which doesn't like humans and
tells them so. Eventually they return after a bit of nutiny & insanity. 1%
says it was specially revised by the author. It must have been a mess before
the revision. Incidentally, the Martian mentality uses a septenary (or ascten-
ary) scale of notation.

Jan 12 John Brunner 70 THE LONG RESULT. Roald Vincent, assistant to the Chief
of the Bureau of Cultural Relations, is mixed up with the Stars for Men League
and the colony world of Starhome who want freedom from Earth, and, after sett-

ling their differcnces, becomes head of Instellar Cultural Exchange. (4 good
sentence, that.)

Jan 15 Leonard Dav-ntry 60 A MAN OF DOUBLE DEED. Future (2090) telepetnist,
married tc two women, one a latent telepath. They achieve a sort of gaestalt.

Jan 20 Bee Baldwin 60 THE RED DUST. Hole is made in Antarctic. Red dust pours
cut & covers Earth. Kills almost everyone. Small party of immunes set up house-
keeping in N.2., kiil would-be dictator and start the whole thing over again.
Side result of dust: everyone & everything is bigger. Bee? Who heshe?

dan 25 ERBurroughs TARZAN AND THE MADMAN. It's besn a lo~o~ong time siace I
read a Tarzan storr so I was curious. It is a really extraordinary story: it
contains all the s ~ck characters & all the stock situations which appeared in



the previous Tarzan books. The characters divide into groups, each group having
1ts own chases, escapes and so on, separating and merging, before coming topet-
her in the grand flnals. There is even a "lost Race bit. Reading it I got the
feeling that somewhere I'd read it all befors. Maybe I had, at that....

Jan 30 Dennis Wheatley SIXTY DAYS TO LIVE. Only people left in England after
collision with a crmet. 4 men, 3 women. They go south te a warmer climate since
England is frozen. Oddest character is Lavina, the "heroine.®. Whether DW was
writing tengue-in-cheek or not he seems to like her: ",...her courage, her
independence, her sense »f fair play and her real integrity...." Actually, her
courage 1s mere foolhardiness and stupidity, her fair play consists in gotting
cverybedy to work for her, and her real integrity is shown by her willingness
to forgive her husband for her adultery. A most unpleasant character. The
conversations are odd and somshow unnatural. The best example is Lavina's
remark when her stupidity gets Rey killed: "He's dead. And it's all my fault.
Oh, how wicked I was to insist on staying herc.! EESmith never wrote anything
as bad as that.

Jan 31 Hog Brian W Aldiss EARTHWORKS. Brian's gotting bettor at this type of
hook, GREYBEARD was a struggle; this one's impossible.

Feb 10 Letter in Daily Mirror: "Perhaps I shouldn't be russian into print, but
when the first diners sit down to dine on tho moon will they use soviets?? And
“he Editor's reply: "Wes, if they have star-spangled manners."

ane 13 Jehn Christopher 50 THE PO3SESSORS. Alien fram good ol' outer space
Yares over the rodies, one by one, of a group of perple marooned on a mountain-
top. Four cscape & kill the alien/s by burning the possessed. Fadded out to
42 pagss by lo-o-ong conversations.

apr 27 “Otiter Limina' opisode en TV: Boss make girl who will help them take
over Earth. Mixture of horror, madness & stupidity.

Apr 22 Ernest J Blow (20) APPOINTMENT IN SPACE. bMr Blow has re—discovered
Pavorite. By its aid his heroes go in a spacious spaciouship to Mars. Just as
they leave their leader is shot by a traitor, but they get a message from F4L4S
Mars t2lling them to inject X27Y, a drug I can't find mentioned anywhere except
in my Algebra. The leader seems to recover, but actually he is dead. They find
that owing to loss of air over tho centuries the Martians have gone underground,
whups overything is done for them & they become decadent. Tough animals sbove-
ground adapt, ovolve, and try to wipe out the underground cells. They are
succeeding in doing this, helped serhaps by some strange beings from outer
Space. Thegs outer spacimens are nsver explained: that may be done when the
saquel 1s published but as I won't vead it I shall never know.

Apr 24 Arthur Sellings 40 THE SILENT SPEAKERS. Arnold Ash & Claire Bergen find
tkuy oan merge their minds & telp others to do so. There is litile actinn in
tkis 184-page book, as nearly all is speculation & cenversation. Spectlation
& eonversation can be interesting, but 184 pages of speculation & cenversation,
Weilesenno

dpr 25 John Brunner 80 TELEPATHIST. Almost as much talk and speculation as in
lhe Silent Speakers, but a much botter story, telling how Gerry Howson, a hope~
iess cripple, Bacomes a healer of mental illnesses, finds happiness for himself
and n chance of a repaired body. After a story like this it is hard to sce why
why Bronnep writes a thing Iik: THE SQUARES OF THE CITY, whore the hero gmes tr
a speclally-built city in South America and tries to do something about the



numbers of poverty-stricken characters whn have settled there and refuse to
budge, spriling the appearance of the plaes. Actions of tho hern & osther
pedople arc supposed to be based on a chess game played many years ago, but I
found it all so vague and qull that after about 75 plodding pages I gave it up,
cven theugh I had » eopy of YANDRD 156. This issue has an article by Thonas
Stratten cligring the book and tha gemo. Scmebody wrete a short story with the
sem> gimmick a fow ye~rs ago and did it rather well, but this thing.....och-hl
I skipped to the end to soe if Brunnor had at loast givon us an cxciting clim—
ax, bub it was all as dull as his spooch at the Cenvention in London last year.

by 14 J Huntor Holly 60 THE RUNSING MAN. Invasion of BEarth!! Takzover bid
by stupes from another planct who have becn taken over by giant intellccts
(thomselves unable to move) from gnother planet. But Jeff Munro, who is no
dozor, enlists the help of the stupcs, promising help & rewards from Terrans
afterwards, and sc beats the brains. Tho stupcs, of course, had not heard or
read how black end rod mon had boen rewarded for thoir holp at times....

Any 39 Kingsloy West (80) RIDE WEST TO PUEBLO. First western I've re~d which
has an anti-heroc. Sem helm is punched, battzred 2nd cerucificd ~nd keeps coning
back for more. (First crucifixion in e wostern, too.) He gives orders & mokes
protests which the baddies always ignoro. Even at the finish, with the baddics
rcduced to two, hc is useless: ono shoots the other and Sam's girl-friend sonds
the last one on n one-way trip. Kingslsy West (or Jemes Gribben, o Bengor mon)
nust hnve had fun writing this.

£ao 4l John Lynington 30 THE STAR WITCHES. Alisns toko over the bodics of
Eorth people.  (Sky Miller won't like this: it's been dono before!) Invasion
stucceeds. JL's usunl long, long conversations and his use of “thon" in overy
other sentence bored ma.

pig 14 John Lynington (37) FROOMB! Don't know whet "frosmb? or avan “froombl®
reans. Yor do I enre. This is a sort of story about n man who is 2ither kill-s
or sunt into thc future, finds the world 2 sort of matriarchy, has about o poge
ard a half of action and returns to find he has forgotten 21l about it. JL is
a bit like Ballard: hc ¢on write but prefers to drool.

avg 31 Bel Kaufman 70 UP THE DOWN STAIRCASE. 4 tonchor's 1ifs in 2 N.Y.
school, told through answoers, intre-school mimos & conrunications, oce=sional
lsttirs to an outsider, ecte. I liked the answoers of - pupil asked to make up
sentonecos illustrating tho wse of threc words:

cnignatic - She was very cnigmatic
vindictive ~ She was very vindiective
vaeillating - She was very vacillating

Sue 8 Have just rend Amazing for August. It contains 6 storiecs & 2 sorial.
The serizl, Stopover in Spacc by Murray Leinster, reads like a short-short
padded out. Onc of his dullsst, and the only thing good cbout it is that it
is the final instalment. Dick's is alse new (Your appointmont will be Yoster-
day), and that's tho only good thing cbout it: most time-travel storics sre
dull and this is no cxception. The remaining 5 stories arc reprints. . This
works out at 75pp bad new storics & 78pp bad wld snes. Heigh~ho!l

Sep 26 James Blish (20) TITAN'S DAUGHTER. Wender why he wrote this dull mess
of tetrapleids, polyploids, &c.

Sap 27 Silas Water 60 THE MAN WITH ABSOLUTE MOTION. Interesting statement
hare: "....evory atom in the universe -- nunbering ~ne to the 420,000, 500,000
~— would bz in...." So the Univorse is just one big aton! Well, anyway, the
Alphirkiens want to take over everything, amd they're opposed by Yjul (who



~ooks liks & tres and has » heart of oak), Remiggon (who 1s just a ball of
anergy), and the Bryd (sometimes called the Byrd, a thing that goes to sleep in
someonc’s brain), Erlc Bertron (= human being) and Naomi (another ditto). Whon
nll 1v sotisfactarily sattlsd the last two find that thoy are the new Adam and
Eve. 4&n awful lot of storios end this way -- and I mean awful.

Sep 28 Bart Somers 50 BEYOND THE BLACK ENIGMA. John Crnig fights a machine
grown powarful & intolligent, which plans to take over the Universc! Craig
wins! Hurrah for our sidel!

Jet 1 Anthony Burgess (30) & CLOCKWORK JRANGE. Story of a juvenile delinquent
of the future, told by himsclf. With his pals he robs, maims, destroys, rapes.
Sent to jail for murder he is hypnotised into hating violence, is freed, de-
hypnotised, =2nd decides to got married. That's cll. To enliven this sordid
story AB uses a gimmick: thugs uvse a few dozen slang words, made up parhaps
from Russian. I can just imagine Burgess as he coins a new word soying to hin-
s31f, "Boy, an I clever!" Affer a fow pages this palls, as does his triek of
Interjecting "oh my brothers' at intervals, as oft@:n o8 four or fiva times in 2
p2ge. In Catcher in the Rye the repitition of "really" was apusing, but AB has
no sensc of humour whatsver and his attompts aro merely aggravating.

It his long been a fad to lock for a''message! in the works of any popu-
lar author. Thero may be a message herc but it sludes nc. The blurb (a ne-
toriously inoccurate source of information, admittedly) seys it can be read on
e decper level as z fable of good and ¢vil and the importance of human choica,
And I say the blurb lies in its tocth!

Incidentally, Burgess doosn't know how to spell "height, !

Jot 5 In hin CL4S3ICS & COMMERCIALS Edmund Wilson says of THE LDVENTURES OF
WESLEY JACKSON by Sareysn: "This is surcly somc of the sillicst nonsense ever
published by » talented writer.? Of Somersst Maugham. "I have nevor been able
b0 convinece mysclf that he was anything but secondrate.* Of Maughan's eriti-
eisms of othor writipn: #.,,.ws find hin patronizing, in what scems to me an
insufferablo way.,..¥ He does not roolisd that this applies to himsalf atso.
fo fo ford of saying something like, This book is very good; but.,..& I'd
1ike to see his criticism of Iren.: Murdoch's SEVERED HE/D.

20% 9 Ray Linsbury 50 WHEN THE ¥OON RAN WILD. The book is ~ bit vague about
it but apparently some major pow:r detonnted a 10,000 negaton nuclear bomb some
thousands of light=vorrs out in space: it orbited the moon once and then ex—
ploded "mear the bottum of the satellite.® On the face of it this is extremely
difficult! Just te maks it clonrop the blurb says it wng in the outor atmose
phere. Ainywny it sonds 4He moon on 2 new or%it round tho Earth throc times a
day (after manls?). Results: huge tidal waves & enly a fraction of hunanity
savod on vary high greund. Quasr Forms of lifo m>t by survivors. Tho Troe of
‘Life iz found. Evantually the rormnant of huranity settle in Potagonia, which
now has a lovely climote. I liked this Robinson-Cruses-ish type ~f story --
but I do wish I could undorstand that explosion.

Oct 16 Philip K Dick (30) THE IHHFE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH.  Eldritch
go2s to Prox Coent nnd comsz back As 2 virus in the shape of himsclf or some-
thing. He wants to ta2ky over “he population of the Earth or scmething, but

ean only do this if tho vietiss oat virus-impregnated stuff or somathing.
Bating it throws them imto n stute whees thoy ara undor the control of Eldritch
or the thing which is Bldritoh or s~n thing. Hu ean ghange shape at will, in
the present or future or in or out of cataloptic, fantasmal states. A4 ono
point, whils in the form of o littlo girl, he is choked to death by the hero,
but why he couldn't cgcape by changing into 7 gallons of water or something I



Aon't knew; and in any case he is still alive in annther form in anethor past/
present/future. When, towards the ond, ha changss into Barney Mayorson, the
horo -~ not into his shape, but into Barney himself -~ I gave in, so I don't
know if it all cnded happily or not. The 3 stigmata (absolutely immotorial, of
course, as one nmight sxpect) are steel teeth, artificial arm & gueer cyes. Even
his best friemds would not boast that Dick een write clear, precisc English,

but this hotchpoteh must have beon written while he was drunk 2s a lord or doped
to the cyeballs.

Sgv 3 J G Ballard (30) THE CRYSTAL WORLD. 4 mysterious plague, its origin only
vaguely hinted at or cxplainod, transforms everything into glass in seversl
places on Earth —- spots which expand. Dr Sanders, = Ll:pzr doctor who has
caught the disense himself, visits one such sp~t. Meets Louise, a roporter,
moets Suzanne, an old flamo whom he infeeted with the discasc hinsclf, meets
various assorted madmen who are fighting sonselessly amongst themselves and arc
crudely rammed into the story to lend some interest to it. Unfortuns ely this
docs not -succced so we are left with a queer sort of love story and drearily
repititious doscriptions of the glass forest. Ballarg (to misquote Joseph
Hellor) seems to have lots of brains but no intelligenca.

Dec 29 STEFANTASY from Bill Danner. Unusual kind of cover he got from Harry
Devon = a fotching otching. Humour-zine in Bill's unigque style. Puzzle on
P 7: I was never very pood at cryptograms and this onc beat me. 4t one tims T

wes a menber of The hmoriean Cryptogrem hssocintion. Wondar if they'ro still
running.

1967

Jan 1 Russell Braddon (7)) THE YEAR OF THE ANGRY RABBIT. (RB wrotz THE PROUD
AMERICAN BOY.) 1In trying to wipc out rabbits Aussiec scientisks invent Supermyx-
anztosis (or Supermyx) which is ths weapon to end all weapons and givos Lustra-
lic world supramacy. RB is satirical about anything and overything and docs it
woell.

Jan 2 Saw a book in a local bookstore by Nigel Hascltine called THE MYSTERIOUS
PRECNANCY. That's a dilly of a title: I wouldn't buy or rcad the book for foar
nll my illusions would be shattered.

Jun 9 Lord Dunszny 20 THE L.AST REVOLUTION. 4 very embarrassing book: it might
have been 211 right if writton 40 years ago -~ in foet it's very like some of
the carly pulps —- but this 1951 story is a purcly daft tale of rachines revelt-
ing. 4nd at tho end he drools on for 8 or 9 unnecessary pages.

Jen 14 VNIEKLS came from Felice & Ed. It has 90 pages, oquol to 300 of The SCLRR.
Don't know how they do it. The Gaughan cover shows a goni coning out of a
bettle apperently mede of rubbor as it's twisted 2 weo bit here & there. The
goni's neck is twisted, too -~ I aven turned it upside down and it still looks
1iko no gend I over mat. The contents cover nearly cverything cxcept guns a
algsbra. Like a big chunk of the Tolkicn glossary or index: in this I am as
interested as Ed is in FRB. Diana Paxson has a very interasting articlc about
tne Arthurian legonds. Picors inthony has studied tho Arabian Nights and gives
us the beonefit thersfrom — most of it was strangs to me. Ed himsclf tells
about his travels and a con. In addition tho artwork is good so it is well
worth 50 cents or 3/6. The bit I liked best was o letter from Lin Cartsr, the
best bit of tongue-in-cheek writing I've seen for nany a day.

Jan 15 Tecday's Sunday Citizen says: "™hat to do if you get in a skid? I'll
admit that the advice about 'steering into a skid' only bewilders me. If your
Iront wheels swing %o the right, you gently turn the steering whoecl to tho
left. In fact you do what comes naturally. Keep your foot aoway from the brake



pedal, of course, and dob the clutch pedal. Honestly, ther: is nothing mors to
conbrolling = skid." First timz I cver heard that advies —— and it mekes senso,
which "stzering into = skid" doesn't.

Jan 16 LIGHTHOUSE 719 from Terry Carr. 90 pages of intercsting stuff. Like
this piocae by Philip K Dick. Ho starts off: “Rocently I took ancther deso of
LSD-25...." Maybe that halps to cxplain why I don't like any of his stuff!
Latar he sayd: "I have written 2nd sold 23 novels, and all are terribls axecept
onz." Now if hs'd only omitted the last two words! Thomas Disch tells about
his travels in Mexico. Grog Benfeed discourses about the paucity of humour in
sf; giving examples of non-humour -~ but he also quotos as being humourous =
story which isn't. Pote Grahan writes sngagingly of his trevels, cspecially in
Ireland. There is 2 humourous story by G C Edmondson which has no humour in it
axcapt the fact that it is marked copyright. An article by Pat Lupoff about
Vastorn badmen. 4 piccs by Walt Willis thoy only fault of which is that it is
too short. Goorge Metzger writes nbout his travels as oniy Goorge Motzger can.
Terry & Carol Carr antertain for a fow pages each. Alexei Panshin culogises
Reger Zolazny though as far as I'm concernsd anybedy who wants Zelazny can have
him., But Alexci loves him, althnugh he admitc that “Zelazny needs practice in
plctting.? Agroed ~— but why doss he have to wasto space in sf mags to practisc
in? Alex zlso admits that some of his idol's writing is confusing. Ho can soy
that again! 4 lottercol winds up an interesting issuo.

Jan 17 YAMDRD just droppzd in. I wish I could write eriticisms of books and
f=nzinss like Buck. I wish I could produce a zine like YANDRO. I wish......
Buck gives a list of thz short sf he romembers bast. With my bad memory I'd
have to look up the magazines to find nmy choices —— and it would take wecks.
TANDRO's two editorials and lotter column interosting =8 ever.

Jan 18 Holga Harrisen 940) THE CATACOMBS. Aftsr 2 nucloar war a fow score
people livc in tunnals, with 2 dobasod form of religion, and stenling food from
the "Comuunes,® ths dictatorship under which thoy refuss to live. But after =
whils thoy con2 up ~nywey. Bverything is vogus & nsbulous and I kopt wishing
that Helga would mak: the charsctors do somathing interesting.

Jan 19 THE NO-EYED MOMSTER 59 fron Norman E Mastars, back to back with THE
UNKNOWY 59 from, I think, John H Morksl. Runs ~bout 90 small dittozd pages,
soma of which are hard to read. 41l fan-fietion, no bettar and no worse than
any other fan-fiction I've sean.

Jan 20 Jane Gasksll (30) ATLAN. fApperently 2 sequsl to anothor story, as it
givas n sort of synopsis carly on. Lbout Atlantis, of course, but mainly the
sex-1ifa of Cija, a sort of Empress. 286pp, which aren't interesting even when
she uses four-lotter words. I didn't wade through it all -~ lifc's too short to
spend it thataway.

Jan 2/ THUD-F from Chris Priest. 4 ona-shot? i divorting language ploce by
Ivor Lattc; ditto from an unnamsd f-n; a poem (I think) by Chris; ditto by
Graham Hell; half 2 page hy Murray Keisinger (the outer half is torn off); a
bit by John Denson; and fillars end letters. Liksd it.

Jdzn 29 Sanmusl R Delany (60) BABEL-17. Rydra Wong, poet, telepathist, philolo-
gist, spncewomin, ate, and how she helped save the 4lliance from the Invaders,
whosa langucgu is ealied Bobel-17 ~- don't know why. It hns no words for Eyent
cr "I" and is much faster than English. I'11 tnke his word for it.



Jan 30 John Norman (40) TLRNSMAN OF GOR. Straightforward imitation of Edgar
Rice. It even stops wherc ERB himself would hove stopped —— to leave o sequsl
if degired. And cmong tho adverts at tho back it gives a list of ERB's books.

Jan 31 Jamss Blish (40) MISSION TO THE HEART STARS. Sort of juvenile abeut Dr
Lenger & two young assistants going on a two-year trip to the rulers at thoe
heart of the galaxy, have a 15-minute interview and return. Blish has done much
z3ttor.

Feb_3 Edward P Bradbury (30) BARBARIARS OF MARS. More ERB. Tho only thing of
nterost is introduced carly on with names 1like K'cocroom, Drallab, Golana,
Blomplac the Med, Modnaf, S'sidla, Nosirrah, ste. For axampla, the Flowers of
Modnaf sre "attractive at a distanco but highly dangerous when you come close to
thom. Thoir scont from her2 is plesasant, but when approached more closely it
inducss first a lothargy, then a crecping madness.....”

Feb 6 YANDRO #166. Only fault I can f£ind with this issuc is tho pootry. Two
of them in particular, by Sernc and Zelazny, scem to me to mako as nuch sonse
rcad backwards zs ferwards. Bub the rest of ths issuo morz than makes up for
this. The Editorinsls, tho reviews and the letter column =rc all good. And the
artwork, in case anyona asks ne, is geod, too.

Fob 7 HAVERINGS 7 25 from Ethel. Bvory schoolboy knows HAVERINGS ~~ or if thoy
don't they ought to. Anyone who doasn't like it must bz hard to plesse. i3
Larry Nivon (40) WORLD OF TAVVS. Alien with super mentel power comes to garth,
but finds it difficult to take ovor. Kzanol has oppesition from Kzanel/Green~
borg, Greenbirg, Belt-~nmen, the Arm, atec. I didn't try very hord to sort it all
+ub. Niven tries to be van Vogtian 2nd e2n't bring it off.

Fcb 8 Lotter from Harry Wapner, Jr.: Bob Shew's wondorful article had multiple
cffcets on my memory and my current situation. The memorios go back to very
early years, when my father constructed a six-inch reflecting telescope without
any local assistance —— he just bought some printed materinls on how to do 1it,
sent off for the glass elanks, abrasives, and so on, and accomplished his goal
without a single serious blunder. I'm sure I'1l nover get over the belief that
he could heve done anything he wanted to do, no mattor how difficult or mighty
the gonl might have been, and I wish I had set out to do somocthing that would
havz nade him famous.

Then there's the more recent mimory involving a tolescope that liss cven now
on the dining rcom table, only a few foet away from this typewriter. It looks
like onc of those telescoping telescopes that ships' captains used to peer
through in the movies, and for all I know, that may hove been its origin -- I
inherited it viz an aunt who collscted antiques. This fascinated Ella Parker
during her safari to Hagorstown-a few years back. I had to loave hor alone in
the house ons night when I went out on something involving ry work, and she
confided mo that I came back before she had a chance to go out and observc
the heavens with it. I broks as gently as possible to her the nows that she
would have stayed out if she'd donc that, because the door on this house nust
be opened with a key, and tha tceloscope doesn't work baecanse sone of tho glass
in it is broken.

Lrd finolly, BoSh has reminded me about the obbing and growing desirc within
ne to own a beautiful & expensive American-moede telescope called the Questar.
I could afford it in the sansc that I can buy one if I make up my mind to do
it, and I can't afford it in the sensc that I should reserve the moncy for more



necessary things. So I keep sweying between determination not to and to,
knowing perfectly well that if I buy one, I'll promptly spond = lot more money
for another camsra because I would want to taks lots of picturcs with it, and
it is not suitablo for either of my two cameras for various technical reoasons.
In any cvent, I imagine that Bob's article will produce much roaction among
your readership, because an interest in astronomy secms to be the common factor
of seicntific curdsity among fans, cven the ones who are totally unmoved by =
dinosaur's thighbone or a resounding =xiom of Euclid.

One entry in your diary caused me to wonder Whatover Happened To Algis
Budrys? Three or four years ago he was almost back in fandom, and since then
he has vanished tota2lly from fandem and epparently from prodom as well. Tt's
a pity, bccausc he came so elnse to writing vory fino novels on several occas-
ions. I'm now reading for the first time The Falling Torch, ons of the nearer
misses. It is terribly disappointing in the sense that it is very closo to a
mundane novel about rebellion and politics cheanged into scicnce fiction by
introduction of a raoce from another star. It nlso has some routine scctions in
its middle stages, the guorrilla warfare. But it also contains a supoerb por-
tr2it of 2 blundering ~nd stupid commander and what makes him tick, zand a gquite
complex hero who reveals more and mora aspects of his porsonnlity and inncr
self as he reaches one crisis nfter another.

I must romombor to send you some clippings from the Hagerstoun newspapers
to show how these little journalistic blunders are common to the ontire species
of reporters, defying 211 internction2l barriers. Of course, I profer to think
that in ths British Islos as in the Colonies, tho roporters were right and it
was sone stupld copyrsader or editor who decided to change something, mongling
the sonse of tho statemznt in the procoss. My own particular bugaboo has always
bean the disappearing line, a trouble that derives from composing room clumsi-
ness. 4 line of type gets dropped, something immediately occurs to distract the
attention of the man who dropped it, znd it nover gots picked up again until the
ncwspapor is on the streets. That caused my most cmbarrassing mistake, the onc
that concerned the halftime ontortainment at a loeal football game, when a van-
ishoed line caused m: to sny "Becauso the now uniforms have not yet arrived, the
and will wear whitc shocs." Somc unkind soul immediatoly sugpgested that we
transfer the National Anthem frem the start of the game to halftime, becausc of
the zppropricteness of its opening words.

4fen continues to produce utterly impossible succossions of new idens and
fresh anglos on old idoas. Even the pages falling from your diary are abso-
lutely distinctive, each a little differcnt from the others, yet rocognizably
from the seme source. I thought for o momont that he had even done the sta
which you usad on the envolopo, but then I saw somo ugly lumpiness in the face
of the king and I knew that cven the most unprepessessing iTom croeatures are
always boautiful amid their ungainliness, never ugly.

fob 9 SPIMNAKER REACH #7 from Russ Chauvenet. 4 FAPizine so somo pages are too
osotoric for me, but it does glve a complete list of even prime numbers & some
kind of cryptogram which I can't decode -~ if it can be decoded. Three short
picces by ilvin S Fick and they may be OK for all I know. To finish it off
there are throo or four bits of poetry, but whothor thoy are tengus-in-chesk or
not I wouldn't know. It's edd, but the only thing I am sure of in this zino is
that 1ist of cven primes.

Feh 12 Continuing ry rc-acquaintance with ERB (50) SWORDS OF MARS. Quote:
T...nn earthman transported to Mars would be able to Jump 225 fect into the
2ir...." I doubt it. And though I more-or-less skimmed through it I caught



e wéll-loved typo: "....we wore pouring over the drawings...s'

Feb 15 Wallance West 40 LORDS OF ATLANTIS. Brings in all the old-timers like
Pandora and Hercules and Zeus and all. Mildly funny in spots.

Feb 15 Read bits of ERB's ESCAPE JOW VENUS. There's a pun in it. He says the
Brokol women lay small, nub-like eggs which aro planted and grow into troees,
which eventually bore fruit in the shape of little Brokols. Each family had
number of thesc trees. Then comes the punch~line: “Here was a raee of poople
who not only had family trees, but family orchards." And a little later: "I
might mention that no dogs arc nllowed in the orchards."

Feb 17 Noto from Buck Coulson: Shaw'!s article in #111 was lovely. I read most
of it 2loud to Juanita, who is an astronomy fan, and we both chortled over it.

I nust say thet while I agree with Bob's conclusion that the stars are somewhat
disappointing after all we've been led to oxpect, Juanita emphatically dilsagrecs
with it. She can 1looX nt stars by the hour. We have no telsscope of our own,
but we'rc keeping a 6" ono~for a friend, who bought it cheap. (The original
owncr had tried to adjust it by sighting in on the sun, and set the tubo on
fire. He sold it under the impression that 1t was rulnod, but Juanita assurces
me that it works as well as any 6Y tolescope, or will once we modify the basc
somewhat. Currently it ean't bo locked in position.)

Car ads arc gotting worse. Wo saw one the other night from an Indianapolis
dealer, saying that the Rambler Amoerican 1s compact, cheap, and "made in dmerica
by Americans." He didn't como right out and say that buying a Volkswagen is
unpatriotie, but I think overyone got the point. VW threw morec of a scarc into
US nmznufacturers than they arc willing to =adnit.

Currontly I'm ronding THE PROUD TOWER by Barbara Tuchman. History of West.-
orn Burope from 1890 to 1914. (3ho's writing her history backwards; her
provious best-~scller was THE GUNS OF AUGUST, concorning the immodiate prolog to
World War I.) Cost $1.25 — I can rcmombor when paporbacks cost 256, with =nn
ocersional fat one running to 35€. Of course, sho docs have =lmost 600 pagos in
this, and it's ~ good book. Hor portrayal of the membars of the Salisbury
cabinet is fascinating. I know England producod a lot of wacks, but my know~
ledpe was limitcd. She has one lovoly line early in thc. book, concerning this
enbinot: "thoy undertook to manage the affairs of tho nation as inevitably and
unquestionably as beavors build a dam." (She doesn't hove any kinder words for
tho anarchists of tho poried, oithor.)

Maybs now that you have 3 letters, you can have a letter column.
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And that is the ond of The SCARR # 112. It has bhsen carcfully compiled;
stoienlly stencillad, compotently collated, sturdily stapled & punctually
posted by the ono and only (accept no substitutes: watch for the tradonark)

Goo, L. Gharters,
3, Lanecaster 4v.,
BESA SN WG OSSR,
Northern Irzland.




